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Dear School Community,

We welcome in 2017 with joyous expectations of making this year our best – of striving 
to translate our values into services to better the world. From our beginnings, when 
fewer than twenty students made up our entire student body, our powerful founding 
ideals have driven progressive stages of growth and development.

In 1980, our founders wanted to create a unique school that would promote unity in 
diversity, the oneness of humankind, and learning in all its dimensions. Thirty-seven 
years later, we are blessed to be a thriving international school with students from 
nearly 30 nations who shine as caring and responsible citizens. Our students are not just 
preparing for their future careers. They are developing competencies and unleashing 
powers that will positively impact the world.

School of the Nations’ values, its bilingualism, and its integration of top quality interna-
tional and national curricula distinguish it from other schools. We have evolved rapidly 
over the past decade into one of the leading educational institutions in the region. Let’s 
celebrate some of our milestones. To begin 2017, we share highlights of some of the 
School’s and our students’ major achievements over the past decade.

Since 2006, we have grown from 520 students to more than 870 today— a 67.3% 
growth rate. Our goal is to improve educational quality and services continuously. An 
important part of achieving this is accreditation as an international, bilingual school. To 
support our goal of providing top quality international education, School of the Nations 
became a pre-candidate for international accreditation through the U.S. accrediting 
agency, AdvancED, in 2007. This required our commitment to rigorous and continual 
improvement. We prepared from 2007 to 2009 for an external accreditation review and 
achieved full accreditation in 2009. In 2014, AdvancED inspected School of the Nations 
and granted full accreditation once again through 2019.

Accreditation engages our school community in meeting high quality standards, imple-
menting continuous improvement, and ensuring quality through internal and external 
reviews. Accredited schools demand rigor, use data effectively to make informed 
decisions, and document results. Accredited schools invite external scrutiny and 
welcome constructive feedback from peers.

How Does Accreditation Benefit Our Educational Community?

Of the many benefits of accreditation, we highlight the most important—it positively 
impacts student learning.

Students are the ultimate beneficiaries of accreditation. When the entire school is 
aligned and focused on a shared vision to improve student learning, students win. They 
benefit from the heightened focus on student performance and from greater artic-
ulation and coordination as they move from one grade to the next. In addition, the 



AdvancED accreditation seals provide an educational currency for student credits that 
is recognized worldwide, easing the transfer of credits among other accredited schools 
and enabling access to special programs, grants, and scholarships.

Ongoing Professional Development

Our teachers have a passion for learning and collaboration, which is the foundation of 
excellence in teaching that impacts student learning. Over the past decade, the School 
has provided teachers training in Understanding-by-Design, formative assessment 
using research-based practices, differentiation, and using data to improve student 
performance, among other practices. The School offers on-campus training from top 
international and national experts in education. We support teachers in attending 
important national conferences. For 6 years, the School subsidized 2 on-campus Master 
of Science programs for teachers and educational staff in Educational Leadership 
through the State University of New York—SUNY Buffalo.

Three Diplomas: Brazilian, American & AP Capstone

A decade ago, the School offered the Brazilian high school diploma from MEC. In 2009, 
School of the Nations began to grant the U.S. High school diploma. As of 2017, students 
may choose to earn the prestigious AP Capstone Diploma from the College Board in 
the U.S. We are one of only 3 schools in Brazil authorized by the College Board to offer 
the AP Diploma Program.

Student Performance on National and International Tests

Student performance is highly competitive on the Exame Nacional do Ensino Médio 
(ENEM), the Processo Seletivo de Avaliação Seriada (PAS), AVALIA, the Scholastic 
Aptitude Test (SAT), the Preliminary SAT (PSAT) Advanced Placement (AP) Exams, 
and Measurements of Academic Progress (MAP) tests. For example, Nations’ seniors 
who took ENEM in 2013 earned an average score of 660, five points higher than the 
average of other top performing schools in the Federal District that year. Our students 
perform well above average on PAS as well. Fifty-six percent of our seniors who took 
the SAT exam scored in the 80th percentile or above on the most recent test. (Please see 
attachment for more details).

In short, we prepare our students to transfer or place into top performing schools and 
universities in Brazil and around the world.

Schoolwide Moral Education Program

Over the past 10 years, School of the Nations’ has developed and continually improved 
its own Moral Education Program with a unique curriculum, which begins in Early 
Childhood and extends through High School. Each program focuses on capacity 
building involving peaceful coexistence and social intervention for a better world. 
Community service is central to our program and serves as a concrete expression of 
putting into action high ideals.

Habits of the Heart & Virtues for Life Nursery–Grade 5

From Nursery through Grade 5, we strengthen values through the curricular models 
“Habits of the Heart” and “Virtues for Life.” The children’s programs help develop and 



teach young children how to apply values and virtues in their lives and with friends and 
family.

Junior Youth Program (JYP) Grades 6–8

JYP helps develop the moral structures that underlie the decisions and guide the actions 
of young people as they mature into young adults and become active members of 
society.

Taking Moral Initiative (TMI) Grades 9–12

High School students explore values and ethics to take moral initiative and to assume 
caring and responsible roles as world citizens. Rather than defining moral behavior or 
virtues, TMI involves students in learning experiences that help awaken their inner 
sense of moral purpose, channel their energy, and focus their talents on changing the 
world.

Curriculum and Pedagogical Development

In 2009, the External Review Team from our international accrediting agency, 
AdvancED, praised our curriculum in its comments under the category of our school’s 
‘strengths.’ What they said is even more true today.

“The core curriculum of the school has been clearly defined and reflects a 
commitment to equity and the belief that all students can learn. Written 

curriculum maps have been developed for most courses and are being 
implemented in the classrooms. The written curriculum maps support the imple-

mentation of curriculum standards that facilitate the alignment of teaching 
practices, resources, and assessments of student learning of the curriculum. 

Significant progress has been accomplished in the past few years with development 
and implementation of the core curriculum. The school has a solid set of 

curriculum documents upon which to develop assessment tools and practices to 
support the school improvement plan. The curriculum will provide the school 

a strong basis upon which to build assessment practices to evaluate the school’s 
effectiveness.”

A school’s curricula are never complete. They are living documents that are reviewed 
and improved systematically. Continually reviewing and improving our curricula 
better serves students’ needs and clearly signals educational quality and growth. The 
School continually revises and updates its curricula to incorporate research-based 
practices that foster deep-level learning and students’ capacity to problem solve and use 
knowledge in a context. As a school, we must offer students more than test preparation 
so they internalize those skills they will need to be successful in higher educational 
institutions in Brazil and abroad as well as in their careers, their service and in their 
roles as dynamic world citizens.

We have recently updated, revised and realigned schoolwide curricula to facilitate stan-
dards-based grading, assessment and instruction. Our teachers use the Understanding-
by-Design Framework in planning, which focuses on the skills and competencies 
students will develop in units of study.

You will notice that in addition to a grade, which symbolizes overall achievement, you 
will be receiving more detailed information and feedback about your child’s progress on 



specific learning targets. Benchmarks define what a student should know and be able to 
do in each subject and grade level. This makes it possible for all involved in a student’s 
education to accompany and support him or her better in reaching clearly defined 
learning goals.

Projects to Learn and to Serve

We have developed unique ecological and service projects. Our Mandala Garden and 
School Factory, for example, engage students in hands-on scientific learning and service 
projects. Our students have led projects, such as “One Less Cup,” to decrease the use of 
disposable plastic at School and have helped elaborate others as well, such as “Learning 
for Fun,” which they bring to our neighboring community in São Sebastião.

To continue achieving outstanding results and meeting challenging goals, we must 
focus on unity and collaboration. The challenges we face are too complex to handle 
alone. Our strength, success and that of our students depend on our ability to work 
together. We look forward to continuing our partnership with you to achieve even 
greater success this year!

Please take time to review some of our highlights of the last 10 years.

Sincerely,

Lisa Perskie

Executive Director


