
Achievement Highlights 2006–2016
2006-2008

• Inaugurated School Factory, offering students valuable, hands-on learning 
experiences using recycled materials. Students produce detergent, soap, 
solar powered water heaters, among other projects.

• Implemented Full Circle Learning curriculum model for Moral Education 
Program to teach ethical and moral values to students in Nursery to 
Grade 9. Under the curriculum model, all learning springs from applying 
value-based concepts.

• Introduced the 4 Block Method, an English Language Arts literacy 
method, with an ongoing plan for teacher training.

• Hired Chief Financial Officer to oversee strategies for financial stability.
• Became pre-candidate for international accreditation in 2007.
• Hosted Bilingual Conference on Bilingualism and English Language 

Acquisition with 3 distinguished experts, professors and authors from 
Florida Atlantic and Gainsville University, with participants from interna-
tionally accredited schools in Brazil.

2009
• Received International Accreditation through AdvancED in fall 2009.
• Authorized to grant U.S. High School Diploma: High School Program 

accredited in 2009.
• Initiated beginning- and end-of-year testing in mathematics, reading and 

language use to monitor student progress using the Northwest Evaluation 
Association’s (NWEA) Measure of Academic Progress (MAP) tests. 
Teachers took 2 training courses from NWEA trainers to use and interpret 
MAP data.

• Developed bilingual Mathematics Program in Elementary grades. 
Traditionally, mathematics had been taught in Portuguese in the 
Elementary Section. Students began to practice math on the GRIDCLUB 
website. An external mathematics consultant was hired to develop 
curriculum and provide specialized training to mathematics teacher in 
Kindergarten through Grade 6.

• Implemented Mandala Garden, allowing students to put into practice 
concepts such as irrigation, organic agriculture, hydropower, weed and 
insect control, among others.

• Developed 2010-2015 Strategic Plan.



2010
• Initiated the Junior Youth Program, a special Moral Education Program 

for middle school students in Grades 6–8.
• Hosted five-day international seminar on Institutional Capacity Building 

planned by the Bahá’í Office of Social and Economic Development 
(OSED).

• Constructed ‘The Space’ used by students in Blocks F & G for recreation, 
built new soccer field, remodeled Block C in Elementary and some 
Early Childhood Education classrooms and cafeteria, and expanded 
the playground and installed new playground equipment at the Early 
Childhood campus.

• Constructed new conference room at the main campus and remodeled 
Block A classrooms and bathrooms.

2011
• Began School-sponsored, on-campus Master of Science Degree Program 

in Multidisciplinary Studies through the State University of New York 
(SUNY) Buffalo. Twenty-two students took 10 courses over 2 years earning 
their Master of Science degrees.

• Completed Implementation of Follet Library Management System.
• Became candidate to become an official SAT test center.

2012
• 45% of the class of 2012 was accepted to the University of Brasilia.
• Implemented Common Core Curriculum Standards in English and 

Mathematics. Established a multi-year consultancy with Professor 
Linda Law, Director of Curriculum and Instruction in Kindergarten 
through Grade 12 in the District Office of Oneida, NY to train English 
(Kindergarten–Grade 12) and Mathematics (Kindergarten–Grade 9) 
Departments on implementing Common Core.

• Inaugurated new two-story building of classrooms (Block E) adding 
classrooms and bathrooms for high school students and a 250-seat 
auditorium as well as office space, incrementing 2,261 m2 to the School.

• Established partnership with the Amazon-based Associação para o Avanço 
da Cidadania no Campo (AACC) a non-governmental organization 
located in Iranduba, Amazonia, to initiate the Amazon Crossing Service 
Project, allowing students to take part in ecological, intercultural learning 
experiences. Students spend a week to 10 days in the Amazon with local 
communities.

• Began the “Learning 4 Fun” service project. Five students under the 
guidance of Ms. Neryangela Samoori, our Moral Education and Global 
Citizenship Coordinator, started Learning 4 Fun, which provides the 



opportunity for our students to share their language skills with young 
people in the nearby community of São Sebastião.

• Implemented online courses through K12 International Academy to 
offer U.S. accredited online high school courses, offering students a wider 
selection of courses and strengthening our blended learning program.

• Held first Alumni Reunion.
• Restructured entire school network and doubled internet speed from 

15MB to 30MB.
• Implemented student information system, PowerSchool.
• Redesigned and updated School Website through FINALSITE.
• Appointed and gave leadership and administrative duties to Subject Area 

Facilitators and Mentor Teachers to work with their respective Principals 
to guide development of subject area curriculum and teacher growth and 
development.

• Parent-Teacher Association (PTA) established, helping increase parent 
involvement in the School.

2013
• Nations’ seniors who took ENEM in 2013 scored, on average, 660, five 

points higher than the average of the school receiving the highest reported 
score of the top 10 schools in the Federal District in that year.



• Fifteen staff members completed Master’s Degree Program in 
Multidisciplinary Studies in Education through a two-and-a-half-year 
partnership with the State University of New York, Buffalo (SUNY).

2013Advanced Placement (AP) Exams Results

• Eight-one point eight percent (81.8%) of School of the Nations’ students 
who took AP exams in 2013 earned scores of 3 or higher, compared with 
70.6% in Brazil and 60.8% worldwide (2,944,031 exams were taken in 
2013).

Advanced Placement tests are administered by the College Board in the 
United States. A score of 3 or more indicates the student may test out of 
college requirements for that particular subject and is performing beyond 
expectations for a high school student.

• Initiated new Elementary Art Program with specialized teacher.
• Remodeled Early Childhood campus entrance and parking.
• Introduced ‘Jolly Phonics,’ a child-centered, interactive and multi-sensory 

method to teach literacy through synthetic phonics.
• Established Leaders Engaged in Action, Discourse, and Service (LEADS), 

an extracurricular student organization for those interested in developing 
leadership skills and improving their community through reflective 
discourse and service.

• Took part in a one-hour TV program Caminhos da Reportagem, which 
airs weekly on TV Brasil. on Models of Educational Experience Not 
Limited to Traditional Models: “Modelos e Experiências Educacionais que 
não se limitam ao modelo tradicional de educação.”

2014
• Re-Accredited for 5 years as an international, bilingual school through 

AdvancED.
• Implemented Learning Support Center (LSC), which offers pedagogical 

support to teachers to better assist students with learning disabilities and/
or specific learning needs.

• Implemented and provided all staff training on Positive Discipline, a 
discipline system that is caring, firm and fair. Trainer Keyvan Geula 
proved training on the methods of the system. Teachers continue to 
receive ongoing training and support.

• Students implemented One Less Cup Campaign. Our slogan for the year, 
“Every Action Counts” was developed with our student leadership group 
in 2013-14 as part of their initiative to introduce their campaign to reduce 
our use of disposable cups.

• Approved Master Plan developed by Henrix Arquitectura, under the 
supervision of Ms. Wanda Meyer, to improve infrastructure and grounds 
at the main campus. The Plan includes a covered gymnasium with 2 stages, 



a ballet room, locker rooms and shower facilities, underground parking 
for approximately 150 cars, an expanded pick-up and drop-off area at the 
school entrance, a new cafeteria for lower Elementary, an open-air, and a 
multisport court for Elementary students.

2015
• Implemented AP Capstone Diploma Program. School of the Nations is 

one of only 3 schools in Brazil authorized by the College Board to offer 
this Diploma Program. Students many now earn 3 diplomas.

• Developed five-year School Improvement Plan. The School conducted 
a three-day work session, led by consultant, Dr. Vicki Denmark, Vice 
President for Education Innovation with AdvancED, our international 
accrediting agency. Thirty-four representatives including teachers from 
each school section, educational administrators, counselors, business and 
technology administrators, and parents took part.

• Ninety-three percent (93%) of Grade 11 students took the PSAT. 
Twenty-four percent (24%) of them scored in the 90th percentile. The 
highest score was in the 97th percentile.

• Hosted MATHCOUNTS, a math competition for middle school students 
(grades 6–8). Students competed with other students at the local, state 
and national level. Sponsored by the U.S. Department of Defense and 
State Department, MATHCOUNTS is a unique competition with live, 
in-person events that take place all over the U.S., U.S. territories and 
schools worldwide.

• Implemented Bring-Your-Own-Device to promote best practices in using 
technology for student-centered learning in Grades 6 through 12.

• Hired international, schoolwide Teaching and Learning Coordinator 
to organize curricular development and oversee teaching and learning 
processes.

2016
• Gabriel Chandler Lignelli earned a perfect score in the Brazilian 

Astronomy Olympics. Five other students were selected to take part in the 
international Astronomy Olympics.

• Six students in grades 6 through 12 passed Phase 1 of the Brazilian 
Mathematics Olympics.

• Provided professional development on assessment with Ms. Bambi Betts, 
international consultant and Director of the international centers—the 
Principals’ Training Center (PTC) and the Teacher Training Center (TTC).

• Implemented Grade 6 Boot Camp, an initiative to provide students a 
week-long orientation and preparation to successfully transition from 
Elementary to Middle School.

• Provided students drug prevention workshops with FCD Prevention 



Works in April and August of 2016. Prevention specialists from FCD 
Prevention Works, a part of the Hazelden Betty Ford Foundation, worked 
with students, staff and parents to provide up-to-date information on the 
physiological and psychological effects of alcohol and drug consumption.

• Won SINEPE’s Essay Contest: students Luana Guimaraens (5C) and 
Daniel Nóbrega (6A) won 2nd and 3rd place in SINEPE’s Essay Contest. 
Students from all over the Federal District took part. Students received a 
tablet as their prize.

• Redesigned school website with Wix platform.
• Increased by 236.4% in 2016 compared with 2009 the number of students 

taking Advanced Placement tests. Increased by 369.2% the total number 
of Advanced Placement exams students take. Increased the percentage 
of students earning a score of 3 or higher on Advanced Placement exams 
from 18.2% in 2009 to 51.4% in 2016. The School also increased the 
number of AP classes offered from 2 in 2006 to 8 in 2016.

• Comparing 2013 results with those of 2016, we increased the number of 
students earning Advanced Placement Scholar awards by 150%. In 2013, 3 
students earned AP Scholar Awards and 1 student earned AP Scholar with 
Distinction. In 2016, 7 students earned AP Scholar Awards, 2 earned AP 
Scholar with Honor, and one earned AP Scholar with Distinction.

AP Scholar Awards

Students who receive scores of 3 or higher on 3 or more AP Exams receive 
an AP Scholar award. Students who receive an average score of at least 
3.25 on all AP exams taken, and scores of 3 or higher on 4 of these exams 
receives an AP Scholar with Honor Award. Those who receive an average 
score of at least 3.5 on all AP Exams taken, and scores of 3 or higher on 5 
or more of these exams receives an AP Scholar with Distinction award.

Advanced Placement tests are administered by the College Board in the 
United States. A score of 3 or more indicates the student may test out of 
college requirements for that particular subject and is performing beyond 
expectations for a high school student.

• Fifty-six percent of our seniors who took the SAT exam scored in the 80th 
percentile or above on the most recent test, which took place in October 
2016.

• Forty percent of Grade 11 students taking the PSAT scored in the 80th 
percentile or above on the most recent test, which took place at the 
beginning of the 2016-17 school year.



Performance on MAP Tests 
• Students’ average RIT scores at School of the Nations in mathematics on 

MAP tests at the beginning of the academic year 2016-17 meet or exceed 
U.S. norms with the exception of Grade 6, which is just slightly below. 
Average RIT scores for reading show our students meet or exceed U.S. 
norms beginning in Grade 6. In language usage, the same happens in 
Grade 4.



• Six Students won awards for their art in the Earth Day Contest sponsored 
by the American Embassy. They received recognition from The Honorable 
Lilian Ayalde, Ambassador of the United States of America.

• Included schoolwide service days in the official School Calendar.


